strongly suspected of conducting his domestic affairs within our territory.
The most abundant member of the family is the Black-crowned Night Heron {Nycticorax Nycticorax nccvius), or Quak, as he is usually called by the untutored (plate xxxv, 2) . He is about 25 inches long, with bright-red eyes, black bill, and pale yellow legs and feet ; the feathers of the crown are glossy greenish-black, except three long, narrow, white plumes which stream downward over the equally glossy greenish-black back ; the forehead, neck, and median underparts are creamy-white, shading gradually to ashy on the sides, while the wings and tail are deep ash-gray.
Three colonies of these birds have their breeding grounds within the District and a fourth has been reported only a short distance beyond its limits. All of these are in small, dense pine coppices.
In 1902 I visited two of these at various times while tenanted.
In the latter part of April most of the nests, which were 
